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19/13. Enhancing the engagement of youth in the work of the United Nations Human Settlements Programme 

The Governing Council, 

Recalling the United Nations Millennium Declaration and its important goals and targets pertaining to youth, 

Recalling its resolution 18/3 of 16 February 2001, which invites all relevant stakeholders and partners to formalize partnerships with the United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-HABITAT) with a view to realizing the goals of the secure tenure and urban governance campaigns, 

Recalling its resolutions 17/19 of 14 May 1999 and 18/8 of 16 February 2001 on partnership with youth, 

Recalling General Assembly resolution 50/81 of 14 December 1995 in which the General Assembly adopted the World Programme of Action for Youth to the Year 2000 and Beyond; and aware of the outcome of the review at the forty-first session of the Commission for Social Development of relevant United Nations plans and programmes of action pertaining to the global situation of social groups including the youth, 

Acknowledging that in paragraph 170 of its Plan of Implementation the World Summit on Sustainable Development resolved to "promote and support youth participation and activities relating to sustainable development through, for example, supporting local youth councils or their equivalent, and by encouraging their establishment where they do not exist", 

Taking note of the Declaration on Cities and other Human Settlements in the New Millennium6 of the twenty-fifth special session of the General Assembly, for an overall review and appraisal of the implementation of the Habitat Agenda, which called for intensification of efforts towards enhancing the role of youth, 

Noting with appreciation the partnerships already established by UN-HABITAT with several bilateral donors on undertaking urban youth development programmes focusing on crime prevention and employment generation, 

Noting the establishment by the Executive Director of a Partners and Youth Section as a mechanism to support and advance the engagement of youth organizations in the work of the Programme, 

Noting also the UN-HABITAT global campaign on urban governance, which promotes the involvement of youth in local governance; as well as the activities of UN-HABITAT in support of vulnerable urban youth within the framework of the Safer Cities Programme, 

Considering the implementation of related youth programmes by various United Nations agencies and in specific the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs, the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, the International Labour Organization, the United Nations Enviroment Programme and the United Nations Children's Fund, and the need to enhance inter-agency coordination on UN-HABITAT's work programme elements on youth employment and youth crime prevention at the city level, 

1.
Requests the Executive Director to continue to strengthen and advance the work programme of UN-HABITAT in the engagement of youth in urban governance and in addressing the problem of youth at risk, and to develop actions with special focus on capacity-building and poverty alleviation; 

2.
Also requests the Executive Director to ensure the active participation of UN-HABITAT in the Secretary General's initiative on youth employment, in the framework of the United Nations Millennium Declaration goal of improving the lives of at least 100 million slum dwellers by 2020; 

3.
Also requests the Executive Director to develop a Global Partnership Initiative on Urban Youth Development in Africa, in partnership with other relevant United Nations agencies, such as the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs, the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, the International Labour Organization, the United Nations Environment Programme and the United Nations Childrens Fund, as well as, multilateral institutions and private foundations, in the context of the New Partnership for Africa's Development; 

4.
Requests the Executive Director to establish an interim youth consultative mechanism to contribute to the work of UN-HABITAT and to initiate the development of a draft strategy on enhancing the engagement of youth and youth organisations including Youth for Habitat International Network in the work of UN-HABITAT, to be submitted to the Governing Council at its twentieth session, in 2005; 

5.
Invites Governments to support and enable the participation of youth in national and local activities related to human settlements development, including through the formulation of integrated, gender-sensitive and cross-sectoral youth policies at the local level and through supporting the development of local youth plans of action targeting vulnerable groups; 

6.
Invites Governments to develop programmes to sensitize and educate youth in sustainable development, particularly in matters of human settlements. 

7.
Encourages Governments, as appropriate, to allocate financial resources for protection, rehabilitation and reintegration of urban children and urban youth at risk; 

8.
Invites Governments, non-governmental and private-sector organizations and international financial institutions to provide or increase their support to the activities of UN-HABITAT on urban youth development programmes; 

9. Requests the Executive Director to report to it at its next session progress made in the implementation of the present resolution.
